Earth Science Builds
Careers for Life
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We Live on Earth
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half of those graduating with Earth science degees establish carcers
n fields as varied as engineering, law, systems analysis, and financial
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arth science provides a strong background for many career paths
and instils an understanding of how the Earth system influences the many
nd varied aspects of human actiy. However, many students graduate from
high school unaware of the contributions that Earth scientists make 10 society and
the unique problem salving sl that Eart science instls. We must make Earth
science education a priority at al levels if we, as a society, are to meet the
increasing demands of the future

To ensure a scientifically lterate society, one that
maintains wise stewardship of EArth's précious resources,
the American Geological Institute, in coordination with its
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Earth Science Creates
Informed szens,

ur lives and civilization depend upon how we understand and

ianage our planet—Earth processes affect us all, Weather patters.
influence the availabilty of water resources and the potential for forest fres;
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, hurricanes, and floods can kil large numbers.
of people and cause millons or even billons of dollars in property damage.
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enhance our stewardship of the environment, we must proceed
into the future with a sound understanding of Earth systems.
Earth science empowers us to think globally and
act locally—to make sound decisions about issues
important in our fives as indviduals and citizent
People who understand how Earth systems work
can make informed decisions about where to buy
or buid a home out of harm's way. They can
debate and resolve issues surrounding clean
water, urban planning and development,
national securit, gobal climate change.
and the use and management of natural
resources.

now and tomorrow, geoscientists look for evidence of what
happened in the past. This connects students 1o the
past, as well as challenging them to think about the
future,
Earth science poses questions that aro
exciting as well as practicai to children and
Its alike: Why is California prone to earth
quakes? Why s the beach eroding and what
can we do about 1t? Why isn't a floodplain

a good location to build a house? Where
An informed society, conscious.

of our complex relationships

with our planet, recognizes the
importance of and insists on Earth
science education at all grade
levels —elementary, secondary,
and adult education. When we.
emphasize Earth science
education, everyone benefits.
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Not so long ago,
we had the first
view of our planet
from space. We
were startled to see
how beautiful and
how fragile our home
appeared, “a pale blue dot” said Carl
Sagan, very different from the other
planets in our solar system. Our home —
blue with water, white with clouds, green
with life—is a planet unique in our solar
system and probably rare in the universe.



