ACCTG 155 - VITA
Winter 2011
Important Links for Volunteers and Students
VITA Certification Tests
Link:  http://linklearn.webtechteam.com/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdefault.aspx 
Explanation:  This is where you take your VITA certification tests.  Remember to prepare taxes at the GCC VITA site this spring you need at least an Intermediate Level Certification.  To prepare taxes at the Pasadena Senior Center you should have an advanced Certification.  I also recommend doing special topics (Cancellation of Debt and HSAs) so you can help taxpayers in these situations.  The more taxpayers you can help the more rewarding your experience.  Employers want students to have VITA experience (actual VITA as in actually preparing returns).  

VITA Practice Lab
Link:  https://twonline.taxwise.com/pbt/User/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fpbt%2fdefault.aspx 
Explanation:  You want to have PRACTICE using the software before you start preparing taxes the spring.  Doing the practice lab is essential.  You can do the VITA test cases on the practice lab or you can try doing the returns in your 4491-W book.   
Special Advanced Certification Classes Online for Cancellation of Debt and HSAs
Link – Cancellation of Debt Lesson: http://www.irs.gov/app/vita/content/36/36_01_005.jsp?level=advanced 
Link – HSA Lesson:  http://www.irs.gov/app/vita/content/37/37_01_005.jsp?level=advanced 
Explanation:  These are two special topics that you can get once you have the advanced certification.  The lessons are at the online links instead of in the book.  Also you’ll notice the tests are not in the test book…however I took the test and they let you print them out at the beginning of the test…there also seems to either no time limit or a very long one.  Don’t’ be scared to try these.
Christy’s Website
Link:  http://www.glendale.edu/ckloezem/ 
Explanation:  All slides from class are here as well as this handout, come here to get all the above links so you don’t have to type them and can copy/paste.  
Link to Check to See if Taxpayer Received the $250 Economic Recovery payment in 2010
Link:   http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=219514,00.html 
Explanation:  This is very important.  When filling out Schedule M you need to know if the taxpayer received the $250 Economic Recovery Payment for 2009 in 2010.  Most taxpayers will not know and can use this link to find out.  The making work pay credit must be reduced by any Economic Recovery Payment the taxpayer received in 2010.  If you forgot what this is about it is in Lesson 29.
